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James 4:1-6 
Introduction 

1. A husband/wife have fight.  The wife calls her mom & says, Mom, he fought w/me again. 
a. I’m coming to live w/you.  The mom says, No darling, he must pay for his mistakes. 
b. I’m coming to live with you.1  (Show) 

2. That’s one remedy for fighting I’ve never thought of—your mother-in-law moving in. 
a. Don’t know about you, but that would cause me to stop fighting real fast? 
b. This joke contains a subtle truth about human nature.  Did you catch it? 

i. I was always taught it takes how many to fight?  Two.  Did you see that? 
ii. She takes no responsibility for the fighting at all.  All the blame is put on him. 
iii. He fought with me again.  Isn’t that just like human nature?  Others fight w/us. 
iv. We don’t fight w/them.  When fights occur its other person who is fighting, not me. 

c. Now it is true that some people so love to fight they will fight no matter what we do. 
d. There are controlling, egotistical, explosive types who are impossible to live with. 
e. But a truth we don’t often want to face = the cause of fighting may equally be where? 

3. In me.  Bible says we must take a good long, look at ourselves.  (Title/Text) 1st issue today. 

I. THE CAUSES OF FIGHTING AND QUARRELING (1-5) 
 We War With Others Because We Are At War In Ourselves (vv. 1-2a). 

1. James describes a war that is going on in the human heart. 
a. Sinful human nature w/self-seeking focus attempts to dominate 1's personality. 
b. This lust for self-fulfillment is described as soldiers carrying on a military battle. 
c. Rather than submitting to God the flesh w/in attempts to break out & take over. 
d. See Gal. 5:17; Gen. 4:7. Isn't it the whole army of evil desires at war within you?2 
e. It is these evil desires demanding gratification that lead us into conflict w/others. 

2. The Stages of War 
 Self-satisfaction is desired (v. 1b). 

a. passions = hedonon = hedonism, hedonist = pleasure as chief goal in life. 
b. Consuming desire to satisfy the self w/what pleases flesh and strokes ego. 
c. Included under “pleasure” also is the malicious moral temper which expresses itself in 

the most widely varied ways of all the passions.  In the soul it is pretentiousness, 
covetousness, seeking the limelight, contentiousness, and malice.3 

d. It is the lust for popularity, power, authority and personal self-gratification. 
e. In our heart we are all hedonists.  Every quarrel and argument begins here. 

 Self-satisfaction is denied (v. 2a). 
a. You desire & do not have.  "Our passions are not fulfilled." 
b. You covet & cannot obtain.  "We’re jealous but don’t get what we want." 
c. Why is our desire denied?  Others are denying/preventing us from having it. 
d.  Or perhaps they are getting it instead of us.  That aggravates us, doesn’t it? 
e. So we are frustrated in our attempts to get what we want by someone else. 

                                                           
1 http://www.lovethispic.com/uploaded_images/189418-Husband-And-Wife-Have-A-Fight-Then-This-Happens....jpg.  
Accessed 10/6/16. 
2 Holy Bible: New Living Translation (1996 edition). Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers. 
3 4 Maccabees 1:25-26 where the word hedonon ñpleasureò is illustrated by a non-canonical book. 
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f. I remember an occasion when I was singing in the van & Ellen asked me to stop.  I thot, 
‘She thinks my singing is irritating?’  I became instantly angry I was told no.  Aren’t I the 
head of my home?  What’s this country coming to when a man can’t sing in his own van?   

 Self-satisfaction is demanded (2a). 
a. You murder.  You quarrel and fight.  Can be literal murder – as Cain killed Abel. 
b. Figure = hatred, resentment, cut down w/word/action, intimidate w/anger/arguing. 
c. When any strong, sinful lust is not gratified, the worldly person is prone to lash out in angry 

frustration… When people harbor such fierce desires but cannot obtain what they covet, they 
fight and quarrel.  Marital conflicts, family conflicts, job conflicts -- all these are the result of 
unsatisfied personal lust and envying.4 

d. In van that day I reacted w/unthinking remark that ended up insulting Ellen.   
e. Next thing I knew, instead of singing I was participating in an ugly argument.   
f. It is certain that James is trying to teach us a very important lesson here.  

i. When we pursue self-satisfaction we make things worse & still are not happy.   
ii. Of all that have tried the selfish experiment, let one come forth, and say that he has 

succeeded.  He that has made gold his idol, has it satisfied him?  He that has toiled in the 
fields of ambition, has he been repaid?  He that has ransacked every theatre of sensual 
enjoyment, is he content?  Can any answer in the affirmative?  No one!5 

g. He that got in his insult & defended his singing in the van, was he happy?  No. 
 We War With Others Because We Are In Love With The World (vv.2b-5). 

1. Talk about when I was a boy I thought worldliness was in things.  Later I realized worldliness is 
not in things but it is in people.  A worldly person has adopted the world's illicit values and the 
aggressive, what-can-I-get behavior needed to secure them.  Here are the marks of worldliness. 

 Worldly people ignore God (v. 2b). 
a. You do not have, because you do not ask God. 
b. Person in these verses is used to taking matters into their own hands.   
c. Why pray when own wisdom, ingenuity, know-how & I-can-do-it-myself will work. 
d. Prayer is a humbling experience that says, Not my will but yours be done. 
e. But worldly people want their will done because it is best.   
f. You can be a Christian & be worldly if you regularly ignore God & go it alone. 

i. Elder came to H. Hendricks over trouble at home.  Do you pray w/wife? 
ii. Rate of marital breakdown = 1 in 4 in 1st time marriages & 1 in 2 all marriages. 
iii. Hendricks said rate of breakdown for couples who pray together = 1 in 1500.6 
iv. B. Graham said reduce chances of marital breakdown 400% if do 3 things:   
v. Attend church together, read the Bible together, and pray together.7 

g. Maybe reason so much tension in relationships = we’re worldly.  We ignore God. 
 Worldly people use God (v. 3). 

a. If worldly people ever do get around to praying it is usually for themselves.  
b. Terms in these verses are just dripping with selfishness. 

                                                           
4 John MacArthur.  James:  The MacArthur New Testament Commentary. 
5 Samuel Johnson, English lexicographer and writer.  http://www.bartleby.com/349/477.html.  Accessed 10/6/16. 
6 Dr. Howard Hendricks as heard personally in a message on marriage at a Moody Men’s Conference. 
7 Statistic from Billy Graham quoted by Dr. David Jeremiah in a message heard personally on marriage. 
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i. You & yourappear 7 times in vv. 3-4.8  ask = middle voice, v.3, ask for yourself 
ii. spend = squander; passions = hedonism 
iii. So the request is for God to provide for hedonistic squandering. 

c. Prayer designed not to get my will done in heaven, but God's will done on earth. 
d. Can't ignore God & expect Him come running to rescue when need something. 
e. Yrs-ago woman engaged in a child custody dispute.  Asked to pray for her to win. 

i. [I thot] why pray for you to get your kids – so raise to ignore God like you? 
ii. She wanted to manipulate God, not do His will with her kids.   

 Worldly people grieve God (4-5). 
a. Did you know that our relationship with the Lord is like a husband and a wife? 

i. Ex. 34:14 (you shall worship no other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a 
jealous God),  

ii. Zechariah 8:2 “Thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘I am zealous for Zion with great zeal; With 
great fervor I am zealous for her.’ 

b. As husband has godly jealousy for wife's affection (vice versa), so God w/us. 
c. Just as a spouse giving their love to another creates deep hurt/pain, 
d. so God is deeply grieved when He is ignored and used for worldly living/desires. 
e. When God is grieved two things happen. 
 We lose our joy (Psalm 51:12).  David was miserable on the inside. 
 We lose God's blessing (Show Isaiah 59:1-2).  The Lord will not hear us. 

2. Worldly Christians are frustrated Christians who become fighting Christians & wounding Christians. 

a) Don’t enjoy Lord enough all in w/Him; don’t enjoy world enough all in with it. 
b) Like double-minded, torn between two worlds not really satisfied in either one. 

Conclusion 

1. Former Prof., Howard Hendricks, sat in a plane that was delayed for take-off.  After a long wait, the 
passengers became more and more irritated. Hendricks noticed how gracious one of the flight 
attendants was as she spoke with them.  After the plane finally took off, he told the flight attendant 
how amazed he was at her poise and self-control, and said he wanted to write a letter of 
commendation for her to the airline. The stewardess replied that she didn't work for the airline 
company, but for Jesus Christ. She said that just before going to work she and her husband prayed 
together that she would be a good representative of Christ.9 

2. When you walk w/Jesus & He’s in control, won’t be at war w/yourself nor everyone else. 

                                                           
8 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
9 Lorne Sanny, "The Right Way to Respond to Authority," Discipleship Journal (March/April 1982), “Flight Attendant 
Serves for Christ's Sake,” http://www.preachingtoday.com/illustrations/2003/december/14705.html.  Accessed 1/27/06. 
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