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 James 1:9-11 

Introduction 

1. If I have any luck at all, it's usually bad, said Eugene Roswell Jr. back in 1991. 
a. Fire destroyed his storage shed as well as his Jeep.  Went into house for coffee. 
b. Fire started while away.  We heard a boom, and saw whole garage on fire.  We were on our way 

before the [alarm] went off.  He was crying when we pulled in the yard, [said the firefighter]. 

c. Damage = $8,000.00 - garage, Jeep, contents which included a new bow and arrows.1 
2. Reminds me of the old Hee Haw TV song, Gloom, despair, agony on me, etc.2   

a. What was joke on TV is reality for the way many people feel in tragedy. 
b. Calamities & losses produce despair/cynicism/inability to cope & sinful reactions. 

3. One of the most important questions we can ask in tragedy = WHAT ARE WE LIVING FOR? 

a. The answer to that question more than anything else will determine our happiness? 
b. Read w/me what Job said when struck by unbelievable calamity, Job 1:21-22.  (Show) 
c. That’s quite a bit different than Gloom, despair and agony on me. 
d. Job could respond that way because he was living by faith.  (Quote Job 13:15) 

4. Today we take up the issue of how to trust God when tragedy strikes.  (Title/Text) 
5. PRINCIPLE:  TRAGEDY CAN ONLY BE MET BY FAITH IF WE BELIEVE THE PARADOXES OF FAITH.  (Show)3 

6. Remind us of James’ development w/graphic Life in the Midst of Trials.  (Show)4 

I. PARADOX #1:  THE POOR ARE RICH, THE LOW ARE HIGH (9).  UNTANGLING THE PARADOX 

A. Truth #1:  Christians Are Often Poor and Despised (9a). 
1. James addresses the lowly brother, the brother in humble circumstances. 

a. poor/undistinguished, low in position/power/esteem, disadvan./soc. prom. 
b. 1:1 = largely Jewish Christians.  Know what happened when Jew saved?5 

i. Largely disowned by family/ostracised.  What if partner in family business? 
ii. Disinherited.  True in 1st cent.  Embrace Christ outside circ. of soc. prom. 
iii. Certainly be despised and possibly put in financial difficulty. 

c. James writing to poor Christians oppressed by society.  Really suffering. 
2. Yet, James says this poor Xian should boast or take pride.  That’s a paradox. 

a. Boast = to boast or pride oneself in something = being triumphant in life. 
b. Person who boasts has positive, victorious, triumphant attitude toward life. 
c. Person sees themselves as a winner, not a loser. 

3. How can a person poor, downtrodden, and suffering have this kind of attitude? 
a. Being in this condition actually makes us more receptive to real, spiritual values. 
b. Think about it.  When have what world values we often miss what God values. 

                                                           
1 Dick Davies, ñMan goes for coffee; Jeep, garage erupt in flames,ò The Muskegon Chronicle. 1991. 
2 Gloom, despair and agony on me.  Deep dark depression, excessive misery.  If it werenôt for bad luck Iôd 

have no luck at all.  Gloom, despair and agony on me. 
3 A paradox is a contradiction in words that is still true.  And a spiritual paradox is a contradiction in words 

that is still true also.  But it takes faith to live by that paradox.  Believing it is the key to handling misfortune. 
4 http://www.slideshare.net/GreatOaks/the-oneanother-approach-to-sin.  Slide 4.  Accessed 6/30/16. 
5 Pastor Bill Jones helped train me to witness.  He first hear the gospel from a Jewish man saved at a Billy 

Graham crusade.  The man was kicked out of his home at the age of 17. 

http://www.slideshare.net/GreatOaks/the-oneanother-approach-to-sin
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c. But when what the world values is stripped from us, we see what God values, 2:5. 
d. Pastor Bill Hybels told about man who suddenly found himself on hospital bed.6 
e. I came to realize I no longer really cared for what the world chases after, such as how much 

money you have in the bank and how many cars are parked in the garage.  As it says in 

Ecclesiastes, chasing after these things is like chasing the wind, anyway. Suddenly, the rat 

race became vanity to me, utter vanity.  I felt naked before God.  If I died, I would take none of 

the stuff with me.  All that really mattered ultimately was my relationship with the Lord, my 

relationship with family and friends.  If it weren't for the loss of my health, I could have wasted 

the rest of my life chasing achievements and acquiring more transitory things. 

f. Ever felt naked before God, stripped of everything?  Maybe you do right now. 
g. If so, then you may be more ready to focus on the alternative truth in this paradox. 

B. Truth #2:  Christians Will Be Rich and Exalted (9b). 
1. He is to rejoice that is exalted. Exaltation actually refers to heaven (Ps102:19). 

a. Bible = evry Christian blessed w/all spir. blessings in heavenly places (Eph1:4). 
b. God has given all need thru salv./indwell HS for life and godliness. 
c. These blessings originate fr. heaven, i.e. spir. rather than mater./phys. in nat. 
d. They are the result of being in Christ.  Because of union w/X by faith recipients. 

2. No matter how much of a loser may appear to world, winner in God’s eyes. 
a. Hungry/bread of life, thirsty/flows living water, poor/riches of God in Christ Jesus.  
b. Ridiculed by men/esteemed God, shack earth/glorious home heaven (Lk. 6:20). 

3. Person who perceives this be able to face loss & suffering w/joy & trust in God. 
a. Some years ago Ruth/I had a vivid illustration of this on an island in the Caribbean. One of the 

wealthiest men in the world had asked us to come to his lavish home for lunch. He was 75 yrs 

old, and throughout the entire meal he seemed close to tears. "I am the most miserable man in 

the world," he said. "Out there is my yacht.  I can go anywhere I want to.  I have my private 

plane, my helicopters.  I have everything I want to make my life happy, yet I am as miserable as 

hell."  We talked to him and prayed with him, trying to point him to Christ, who alone gives 

lasting meaning to life.  Then we went down the hill to a small cottage where we were staying. 

That afternoon the pastor of the local Baptist church came to call. He was an Englishman, and 

he too was 75 years old; a widower who spent most of his time taking care of his two invalid 

sisters.  He was full of enthusiasm and love for Christ and others.  "I don't have two pounds to 

my name," he said with a smile, "but I am the happiest man on this island."  Billy Graham 

relates how he asked his wife Ruth after they left, "Who do you think is the richer man?" 7 

b. Who is the richer person, the man who has what he wants but his soul is hollow? 
c. Or the man who has none of what he wants, but his soul is filled by Christ? 

II. PARADOX #2:  THE RICH ARE POOR, THE HIGH ARE LOW (10-11).  Untangling The Paradox 

A. Truth #1:  Misfortune Is Often Our Best Teacher (10a). 
1. James turns fr. poor Xian to rich Xian.  Some were rich = Nicodemus/J of Arimathea. 

                                                           
6 Bill Hybels, "The Often-overlooked Benefits of Losing," Preaching Today, Tape No. 80. 
7 Billy Graham, Just As I Am. Harper Collins, 1999. 
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a. Low position = the rich believer’s being brought low by trials.8  God has humbled. 
b. But when trusted Christ became outcasts/even lost wealth in parsec, Heb. 10:32ff. 
c. They were humiliated by severe trials.  What more than bankrupt/lose all? 

2. Boast in his exaltation.  Why?  Teaches us what is really valuable. 
a. It is not wrong to be wealthy, but the Bible warns against deceitfulness of riches.   
b. Don’t lay up treasures on earth where moth/rust decay & thieves steal. 
c. Material things do not give inner/lasting satisfaction.  Cannot give spiritual help. 
d. It’s a Wonderful Life movie has one main point = No man’s a failure who has friends. 
e. (Show)9  G. Bailey learned only when lost every thing.  Similar point made here. 

i. But even better.  When humiliated we learn what is spiritually valuable. 
ii. Relationship w/Jesus Christ, living for Him, making diff. that will last eternally. 

B. Truth #2:  Only The Eternal Will Ultimately Last (10b-11). 
1. pass away = come to an end, to disappear 
2. Riches are temp. and rich men will pass away leaving it all behind. 
3. Notice how James describes this process so common in Middle East (v. 11).  (Show) 

a. 1st, the sun rises w/its burning heat.  2nd, the grass is dried out and withers. 
b. 3rd, the flower in the field falls off.  4th, beauty of its appearance destroyed. 

4. So the rich man fades away in all of his experiences and fortunes. 
a. key = pass away = not only withering of plants, but also death of people. 
b. Rich man dies and faces scorching heat of God's judgment. 

5. When I appeared on a talk show years ago, one of America’s most famous personalities told me of 
the emptiness in her life.  She said, “My beauty is gone. I am getting old. I am living on alcohol, and 
I really have nothing to live for.”  Emptiness = typical of 1000s of men/women thru-out the world.10 

Conclusion 
1. Are we wasting or investing our time?  All temp. things or giving time et. things? 
2. Who will thank us in heaven?  Involved enough Xian activities so others helped. 
3. 5 minutes after death will we wish we’d laid up more treasures in heaven? 
4. What example are we leaving behind for our families?  Will they learn to invest eternally? 

                                                           
8 MacArthur, J., Jr. (Ed.). (1997). The MacArthur Study Bible (electronic ed., p. 1926). Nashville, TN: Word Pub. 
9 http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-FYM4GCa4Hrw/VNuQb_foe7I/AAAAAAAAIDM/Clj8PslDZl8/s1600/life.png.  7/1/16. 
10 https://billygraham.org/decision-magazine/may-2011/rushing-toward-the-end/.  Accessed 7/1/16. 
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